Interstate 5: Wrong-Way Driver Mitigation
Southwest Oregon (Douglas, Josephine and Jackson Counties)

Project Description

Anticipated Benefits

Install low-cost countermeasures, such as "Wrong
Way" and "Do Not Enter" signs, to reduce the
number of drivers in southwest Oregon who enter

Interstate 5 going opposite the direction of traffic.

Purpose And Need

I-5 in southwest Oregon had 56 reported incidents
of wrong-way drivers in 2014-17. Six resulted in
crashes. The incidents occur more frequently in
Douglas, Josephine and Jackson counties than any
other portion of I-5 in Oregon. Incidents occur
throughout the region, on a variety of interchanges,

and under different circumstances.

Proposed Solutions

This project will install red raised pavement markers
and update the pavement legends (wrong-way
arrows) on off-ramps. ODOT will also add more
“Wrong Way" and "Do Not Enter” signs, positioning

them so they are more visible to wrong-way drivers.

* These features will help confused motorists
recognize they are going the wrong way before a
crash occurs.

« The measures will reduce the burden on public
resources, such as law enforcement, fire and
emergency medical services, and hospitals.

* Fewer wrong-way drivers will reduce ODOT's costs
for clearing wreckage and repairing damaged
pavement, guardrails and fencing.

* Most importantly, these measures will save lives.

Fix-It funding $2,497,000
Local funding $0
Estimated total cost $2,497,000

This project will introduce new signs and roadway
features to help prevent wrong-way drivers.

Wreckage from a 2013 wrong-way crash on I-5

near Canyonville.
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